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Golf instructor Travis Fulton expands across
Northeast Florida with indoor-outdoor model

By Matt Denis – Reporter, Jacksonville Business Journal
Jul 31, 2026

PGA Tour Pro and instructor Travis Fulton in front of a golf simulator.

TRAVIS FULTON GOLF
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Listen to this article 5 min

Editor’s note: This story is part of the Business Journal’s special report on the

business of leisure and wellness, examining how hospitality, health care,

recreation and technology companies are responding to rising demand for

experiences that help people recover, recharge, stay active and live better.

In Northeast Florida, golf is no longer confined to the course.

Across indoor simulators, private clubs, corporate event spaces and junior

instruction programs, Travis Fulton has built a golf platform designed to meet

players where they are. The Ponte Vedra-based instructor and media personality

is now operating across a regional ecosystem that reflects the broader evolution of

leisure and wellness — one where recreation, hospitality, coaching and corporate

engagement increasingly overlap.

Fulton spent 15 years as director of instruction at the TOUR Academy at TPC

Sawgrass before building a broader public profile as a Golf Channel show host,

podcaster and Golf Digest contributor. He later launched his own brand with a

focus on private instruction.
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That brand has since expanded into a network that includes academies in

downtown Jacksonville and Ponte Vedra, instruction in collaboration with

Deerwood Country Club and Fore Score Golf Taverns, and partnerships with retail

athletic providers.

“We’re now really starting to be able to tell the story of an indoor outdoor model,

which I think is very unique for the area and gives consumers a nice range to be

able to work on their game,” Fulton told the Business Journal.

The model gives Fulton’s team multiple access points for golfers of varying ages

and skill levels, from adult and junior players to beginners and advanced golfers.

Lesson destinations include a simulator at 14797 Phillips Highway near Bartram

Springs and another on the 20th floor of Riverplace Tower at 1301 Riverplace Blvd.

on the Southbank.

A partnership with Deerwood Country Club adds a full-service course

component, allowing Fulton’s team to connect indoor simulator work with

outdoor instruction on the course. Fulton said that has been especially important

for junior golfers.

“In Florida in the summer when it's so hot, you can lose kids because of the

heat,” Fulton said. “We've seen a major uptick in our program with the ability to

develop junior golfers indoors and then eventually work with them outdoors.”

Fulton’s instructional team includes Tom Murtagh, head instructor for private

lessons and corporate events at Travis Fulton Downtown, and veteran golf

instructor Dave Myers, who runs the junior golf program at the Ponte Vedra

studio and Deerwood Country Club.

But instruction is only one part of Fulton’s growing footprint.
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The downtown location and two Fore Score partnerships give the brand three

event destinations. The Riverplace Tower space, with bird’s-eye views of

downtown Jacksonville and the St. Johns River, offers a setting distinct from more

traditional event venues in the urban core.

When Fulton opened the downtown location in November 2025, the primary

focus was golf-centered events. Since then, he said, the setting itself has become

part of the draw.

“It's the premier event place in downtown Jacksonville,” Fulton said. “Companies

can come in here and do a lot of different things, from an off-site meeting in the

conference room to a function that includes the bar amenity area.”

The conference room overlooking Jacksonville in the Travis Fulton Golf Studio Downtown.

TRAVIS FULTON GOLF
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That positioning has created another business line around corporate engagement.

The simulator and putting green can function as both entertainment and a perk,

with companies able to purchase private lessons as employee or customer gifts

through one-hour, reduced-rate corporate intro packages.

The strategy puts Fulton’s business at the intersection of several growing trends

across the First Coast: active recreation, corporate hospitality, wellness-oriented

amenities and experience-driven events. It also reflects how golf is evolving

beyond traditional course play into a more flexible platform for social,

instructional and business uses.

With that foundation in place, Fulton said the organization is ready for its

next stage.

“We feel like we're on the other side of it now and ready to really start growing,”

Fulton said.

Part of that growth will involve deeper ties to downtown Jacksonville. Fulton has

become a member of the Gator Bowl team and is set to join the Jacksonville

Chamber of Commerce on Aug. 1.

The organization also plans to hire a director of marketing to further promote the

Fulton golf experience. With three full-time teachers currently on staff, Fulton

said he is also in the process of adding a fourth.

For Fulton, the expansion comes as golf continues to gain momentum across the

region and beyond. Even after more than two decades in the industry, he said the

scale of the sport’s growth still stands out.

“Golf is so big now. It's grown so much. I've been in the industry for 26 years, it’s

incredible to see how big the game has gotten,” Fulton said.
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Sign up here for the Business Journal’s free morning and afternoon daily

newsletters to receive the latest business news impacting the First Coast,

and download our free app to get breaking news alerts on your phone.
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